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Dear D r .  Varmus, 

Thank you for your l e t t e r  o f  August 12 concerning A IDS v i r u s  nomnc la tu re .  

I n  my opin ion,  the  agent w i l l  be re fe r red  t o  c o l l o q u i a l l y  as the  "AIDS 
v i r u s "  f o r  a t  least  the next couple o f  decades, regard less of i t s  o f f i c i a l  
nam. ! env i s ion  the  f o l l o w i n g  conversat ion occur r ing  repeatedly :  MD: "Your 
b L o d  t e s t  shows i n f e c t i o n  w i t h  XYZ v i rus . "  Pat ien t :  "What dces i t  do?" 
MD: " I t  causes severa l  problems, a l thcugh most persons remain we l l .  But one 
t h i n g  i t  can do i s  cause AIDS." Pa t ien t :  "Oh, s h i t . "  The remainder o f  t he  
conversat ion focuses on A IDS and the fears  surround ing t h a t  disease. 

I f e e l  t h a t  the o f f i c i a l  nam should d isassoc ia te  t h i s  v i r u s  from the  
HTLV ser ies ,  t o  which i t  i s  on ly  remotely re la ted .  Despite i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  
p r i o r i t y ,  "Lymphadenopathy associated v i r u s "  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  inaccurate, s ince 

cur ren t  terms i n  use, I have c o w  t o  favor  Jay Levy's "AIDS-associated r e t r o v i r u s .  
lymphadenopathy i s  a r e t a t i v e l y  smal l  pa r t  of t h e  spectrum o f  AIDS. O f  the  I# 

I n  summary, 1 see no compell ing reason t o e l i m i n a t e  A IDS fran the  o f f i c i a l  
name, since i t w i l l  be associated forever  w i t h  t h a t  disease regard less of i t s  
nam. AccordingLy, why not f o l l o w  the h i s t o r i c a l  precedent o f  naming r e t r o -  
v i ruses  for t h e  diseases w i t h  which they are prominently associated? 

F i n a l l y ,  a personal note: I would not expect you t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  I was a 
t h i r d  year c l e r k  on Medicine a t  P8S wh i le  you were e i t h e r  an i n t e r n  or  f i r s t  
year res ident  ( I  t h i n k  in te rn ;  i t  was the Summer o f  1966.) N i c e  t o  hear  from 
you. 

S incere ly ,  

HHH : sp 
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